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Docket Management System 
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Washington, DC 20590-0001 
 
Subject:  Comments on Transition to an All Stage 3 Fleet Operating in the Contiguous United States and 
the District of Columbia; Final Rule 
 
Docket No. FAA-2002-12771 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The removals, revisions and additions to Part 91 Subpart I noise operating regulations adequately cover 
the statutory changes to the Airport Noise and Capacity Act for the most part.  However I would like to 
submit several points for consideration by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
 
Section 91.801 paragraph (a)(1) refers to Sections 91.807, 91.809 and 91.811, which are now removed 
and reserved.  Also “maximum certificated” should be inserted before “takeoff weight” for clarity.  
Paragraph (a)(2) refers to section 91.813, which is now removed and reserved.  Perhaps reference to these 
sections should be removed. 
 
Section 91.805 refers to Sections 91.809 and 91.811, which are now removed and reserved.  Perhaps 
reference to these sections should be removed. 
 
Section 91.851 could be made less confusing if the word “takeoff” were placed between “certificated 
weight” for all applicable definitions in the section. 
 
Statutory changes in the Airport Noise and Capacity Act do not specifically allow intermixed airplane 
engines or nacelles that cause an acoustical change to an airplane such that the airplane does not meet 
Stage 3 noise requirements.  The Federal Aviation Administration has stepped beyond its authority by 
permitting the use of intermixed airplane engines or nacelles on revenue flights for maintenance purposes.  
All engines and nacelles should meet Stage 3 noise requirements in accordance with the Airport Noise 
and Capacity Act.  If the Federal Aviation Administration is going to continue to permit the use of 
intermixed airplane engines or nacelles that cause an acoustical change to an airplane, then Part 91 
Subpart I should clearly state that permission or should in the least refer to Section 21.93(b)(2)(iii) where 
such permission is granted by a regulation that predates the phase-out of civil subsonic Stage 1 airplanes 
greater than 75,000 pounds. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Armando Tovar 
Noise Officer 


